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April 2012 

Our Vision … to be a CENTRAL presence in Albuquerque 
where the grace of Jesus Christ is CENTRAL to life  

with God, self and our neighbors.  

Our Mission … to make the unconditional love of  
Jesus Christ CENTRAL to life. 
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Every week I see people living out the resurrection of Jesus Christ in their 

lives through the ministries of Central United Methodist Church.   

In New Day I sat behind a young engaged couple who opened their billfold 

and purse as the offering plate came around and gave to the church’s 

ministries.  My guess is that this young couple doesn’t have a lot of 

“disposable” income and yet they gave as part of their faith. 

I watched a member of our congregation  at our Sunday afternoon Community of Hope service 

going from table to table refilling water cups, clearing dirty plates, saying hello and making people 

feel welcome and comfortable.   

I saw two women sit in their pew and pray with one another following a worship service.   In the 

same service I saw a man go out of his way to make a visitor to our congregation feel at home.   

On a Saturday I saw a group of people gather together for the day to pay significant attention to our 

outreach ministries and dream of new ways that we might serve the needs of our community. 

This Easter Season in our Classic Worship Services we will be hearing stories from the book of Acts 

about how Jesus’ resurrection and the gift of the Holy Spirit empowered the Apostles and others to 

live out the resurrection in their lives.  Truly the early church was an experience of the Resurrection 

Revolution!   It is my hope that Easter is not simply a day when we gather for worship and shout 

with joy “Christ is risen!”  Instead I hope that Easter is a way of life for us as the power of God 

transforms our lives, our families, our communities and our world.   

The Sharp Point 

 Rev. Scott Sharp Rev. Scott Sharp
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Rev. Scott Sharp 

The Book of Acts tells us that after Jesus’ resurrection he 
spent 40 days teaching the Apostles about the Kingdom of 
God.  Thereafter Jesus ascended into heaven and left the 

Apostles to do the work of the Kingdom.  During April and 
May we will be hearing stories of the early church and how 
the “Resurrection Revolution” changed the world!   

April 15—Acts 17:1-9 

April 22—Acts 4:32-35 

April 29—Acts 3:1-10 

May 6—Acts 10:34-43 

May 13—Acts 9:1-19 

May 20—Acts 9:26-31 

The Revolution Is Coming! 
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This is a reflection from one of our Community of Hope worship services. To 

find out more, go to http://cofhope.wordpress.com. To get involved, join us 

any Sunday at 1pm.  

I have often advocated that the quality of a worship service is not measured 

by the quantity of people, but by the sincerity of heart. Our March 18th 

Community of Hope service served as proof of this theory. 

As the morning worship services took place at Central UMC, one could hear strong winds gusting 

against the side of the church. At noon, Joe and I walked outside to determine if we would have 

outdoor worship. The wind blew so strong I could barely open the door. As we walked out of the 

church, we saw windblown broken roof tiles on the ground. 

For the first time since starting Community of Hope, we would not have outside worship. 

Unfortunately 50 mile an hour wind gusts reduced our weekly gathering from 40-some people to 25. 

But, nothing reduced the spirit. 

For two hours, people met, shared a lunch, worshiped, prayed, and cared for each other. 

Rory, who lost his children at ages 18 and 19, and whose wife would have surgery in two days, sang 

an original song that testified to God’s love. 

The Community shared their struggles. 

People were challenge to hear the message “For God so loved”. 

A church member who joined the service had tears in her eyes when she received Holy Communion. 

People embraced as they passed the peace. 

Community happened. 

The Word on the Street 

Rev. Greg

Henneman

Rev. Greg

Henneman

Rev. Greg Henneman 

http://cofhope.wordpress.com
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Central Connections Class 
Learn more about Central United Methodist Church, its ministry, its vision and its mission by joining us 

for Central Connections Sunday, April 15th at 9:45am in room 306. Central Connections is hosted by 

our Senior Pastor, Rev. Scott Sharp. 

 
ALFIES Sunday School Class 
April 1:  The recent session of the NM Legislature considered a proposed constitutional amendment 

which would establish health care as a human right.  James Besante, who lobbied for this, will 

make the presentation. 

April 8:  Easter. No class. 

April 15: From the 12th  to 14th centuries a christian group (The Cathers) held sway in what is now 

southern France - near the Pyrenees Mountains.  Their beliefs were strong on 'peace and  love' 

but also reflected certain beliefs from the 2nd and 3rd centuries which had lost out during 

those early times when christianity was  defining itself.  Cathers were ruthlessly and cruelly 

exterminated by the Inquisition  and by politics of the time.  Rex Allender will lead discussion. 

April 22: "Five Streams of the Emerging Church" is based on an article by Scot 

McKnight published January 2012 in Christianity Today.  Scot defines the "emerging church" 

as "communities that pratice the way of Jesus within postmodern cultures."   Also,  a brief look 

at Diana Bass's Christianity after Religion which points a wholly new kind of "postreligious" 

faith. Led by Vern and Vicki Hagen. 

April 29: Paula Hildenbrandt will lead the program about Pearl Buck and her book The Good Earth. 

This class meets on Sunday mornings in the Conference Room (room 217). 

 
Friendly Lunch Bunch 

More Bad Girls of the Bible is the Barbara Essex book Friendly Lunch Bunch continues for their study. The 

scripture to read for the Wednesday, April 18th, meeting is about Zipporah. If you wish to read about 

her, read Exodus 4:18-26 and Exodus 18:1-7.  

This United Methodist Women Subgroup meets the third Wednesday of the month at 11:45 until 1:00 in 

the Youth Lounge on the third floor of the church. All women are welcome.   

Please call Dodie Hawkins at 255-2405 if you have questions.  

  

 

Book Club 

The Book Club will next meet Wednesday, May 9th at 2:00 until 3:30 in the Conference Room (room 

217) when Blood and Thunder, "the epic story of Kit Carson and the Conquest of the American West", by 

Hampton Sides, will be discussed. The group meets at 2:00 until 3:30 in the Conference Room at the 

church. Women of all ages are welcome. Call Betty Jo Nye at 344-7113 if you have questions.  

Adult Ministries 
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Contact Traci Bailey, Director of Ministries with Adults 
tracirbailey@comcast.net 

General Meeting: April 12 at 9:30 am, rooms 315-317.  

Program: "The Journey," coordinator Dodie Hawkins  
 

 

Other April meetings:  

April 5  Executive Committee Meeting, 9:30 am, Conference Room  

April 6  Church Women United (for details call 266-7079)  

April 18  Friendly Lunch Bunch Subgroup, 11:45 am, Youth Lounge  

April 21  Albuquerque District Annual Meeting, St. Paul’s UMC, Albuquerque 

April 21  Lydian Subgroup (members are encouraged to attend the Albuquerque District meeting at St. 

Paul’s UMC). Call the church office for child care by April 7. Questions? Contact Paula Sears at 

235-0395.  

United Methodist Women: April Events 

Radical hospitality is having a desire to invite, welcome, receive and care for those who may never have 

experienced the unconditional and unfailing love of Jesus Christ. Today, more and more Christian 

churches are adopting this idea in order to grow more vibrant and fruitful within their walls and in their 

community. Isn't that what God is calling us to do? "Welcome one another, therefore, just as Christ has 

welcomed you, for the glory of God." (Romans 15:7). John Wesley and early Methodists also practiced 

radical hospitality. He reached out to those whom most had given up on, and showed them Christ's love. 

That's radical hospitality. 

One way that Central United Methodist Church is taking on radical hospitality is to create an environment 

that is warm, comfortable and welcoming. Central’s Interior Refinement Committee (IRC) is hard at work 

trying to accomplish this goal.  

The process is being completed in stages… 

 Our first step was to start with a clean slate by removing everything from the walls and giving them a 

fresh clean look with paint.  

 The next stage is in the works as we speak. New signage is being made so that when a guest enters 

our doors, they are able to find their way with ease.  

 An information area is being developed that will display all of what our church has to offer from music 

to worship, from education to outreach.  

 Picture galleries are being designed that will depict the life of Central. We have so much to offer and 

be proud of, and when people walk into our doors they will get a sense of the warmth and love of 

Central's community.  

 Celebrating Central's unique history is also an important part of who we are and we want to make 

that known as well. We will be accomplishing this by developing signage that tells our story, our 

history, where we came from and where we are going.  

All of this is just the beginning. As we move forward, we know that with God leading us down a more 

vibrant path, He will call us to do even more. It's an exciting time to be a part of Central and we hope 

everyone is looking forward to making our beloved church a "Central presence in Albuquerque where the 

grace of Jesus Christ is Central to life with God, self and our neighbors" with Radical Hospitality! 

Radical Hospitality 
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Children’s Ministries 

Harry Potter Movie Marathon 

Central’s 1st Movie Marathon was a success!!  Thirty-one people 

from ages 4 - 60+ attended the Harry Potter movies over the course of 

the 3 days.  A special thank you to Annette Sorensen, Vera Olson and 

Sharon Hamilton for helping to staff the event.  A big WOW to Faith 

Schifani for attending all 8 movies and the Bible studies for each 

movie!  And an honorable mention to Ashton Nolte who attended 6 of 

the 8 movies and their Bible studies!  It was three amazing days of 

discovering the truths of God's word reflected in the Harry Potter 

movies. To God be the glory!   

Safe Sanctuaries Training 

Are you an amazing servant leader who works with and learns from our children and 

youth? If so, it’s time to renew your Safe Sanctuaries training! We will host a training 

on the 3rd Sunday of each month from 12noon to 2pm in room 305. (The last 

version of the training was a video, so if that’s the training you remember, you need to 

renew!) Call or email Christy to sign up! (243.7834 or central.christy@gmail.com)  

The Egg Hunt Is On! 

Kids of all ages are invited to attend our annual Easter Egg Hunt! Central hosts 

three separate hunts at 9:45am on Easter Sunday, April 8th.  
 

Infants and Toddlers “hunt” in room 111 (the nursery room) 

2’s & 3’s “hunt” with the 4’s and 5’s in the west playground outside rooms 119 

and 117 

K-5th graders have a scavenger hunt that starts in room 102 
 

Come join the fun and celebrate the risen Christ with us!! 

mailto:central.christy@gmail.com
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Contact Christy Albright, Director of Ministries with Children 
central.christy@gmail.com 

Vacation Bible School 

The Vacation Bible School team NEEDS YOU! Central is hosting TWO Vacation 

Bible Schools in the hopes of reaching more of our neighbors and church 

family with a message of God’s love. If you can help by teaching art, playing 

games, leading bible skits, teaching science, helping with worship, decorating, 

cooking or by simply hanging out with kids, your time and energy are needed! 

Our 2012 theme is “Operation Overboard: Dare to Go Deep with God. 

Vacation Bible School will be the week of July 23-27 with one VBS in the 

morning and one in the evening. Help us share God’s love with our neighbors! 

Call or email Christy Albright today! (243.7834 or central.christy@gmail.com) 

Great American Campout 

Have you ever participated in the Great American Campout?  This year it is 

Saturday, June 23rd.  If you would be interested in helping to create a church-

wide campout experience, contact Christy Albright at central.christy@gmail.com 

or 243.7834.  (For more information about the campout check out their website 

at www.nwf.org/Get-Outside/Great-American-Backyard-Campout.aspx.)  

CPR & First Aid Training 
Are you a babysitter and would like to take CPR and 1st 

Aid? Do you need it for work?  Do you want to take it as a 

parent? Central is hosting a CPR & 1st Aid training on 

Sunday, April 29th from 12:30-4:30pm. Cost is $20 

($35 if you want to buy a student book). There are only 

16 spots. Please call or email Christy today to save a spot! 

(243.7834 or central.christy@gmail.com) 

mailto:central.christy@gmail.com
mailto:central.christy@gmail.com
http://www.nwf.org/Get-Outside/Great-American-Backyard-Campout.aspx
mailto:central.christy@gmail.com
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30 Hour Famine Weekend*:  April 13 & 14 
Join us as we go without food without 30 hours to experience what it is like to go hungry.  During this 

weekend we will be learning about hunger, poverty, and injustice around the world through video, 
discussion, games, and service.  We will be raising funds to help end hunger in Uganda.  Open to all youth 
6-12 grades that have fundraised for the Famine.  Youth have the option to sleep here at the church for the 
event.  Please contact Scott if you are planning on attending. 

*All youth attending must have a 30 Hour Famine Permission Slip on file.   

Ugandan Lunch Fundraiser:  April 15 
Join us for a Ugandan meal where all the proceeds will go towards ending hunger in Uganda (30 Hour 

Famine) with our youth serving.  This happens @ noon in the Social Hall. 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
Youth Summer Camp for 7-12 graders is June 18-22nd this year. 
 

Weekly Places to Plug-In: 
-Sunday Night Youth Group: 5-7 PM 
-Sunday Morning Sunday School: Mid & Sr. High 9:45-10:45 AM 
-Wednesday Night’s “DIG DEEP”: 6-7 PM 

All groups meet upstairs in the Youth Lounge (Room 305) unless otherwise noted. 
 

NEW Young Adults “Not a Fan” Study 
How would your life change if you lived as Jesus lived and loved the way He loved? Join our young adults 
as we discuss life & faith in our new study.  Books are only $6 and we would love to have you join our 
gathering on Thursday nights!  Happens every Thursday @ 7:00 PM at the Carvers.  More info?  Email:  
scottcarver@centraltolife.org. 

Contact Scott Carver, Dir. of Ministries—Youth & Young Adults 
scottcarver@centraltolife.org  Youth & Young Adult News 

ROC Mid-High Camp at Sacramento 
We had a blast up at Sacramento during March 2-4!  We had a group of 7 

students who joined us for a weekend of worship, growing, and fellowshipping 

together.  The college students of Wesley NMSU did an incredible job of 

speaking and putting the entire weekend together.  God is really moving in 

the lives of our youth and ROC was a great weekend to be a part of that!  

Hunger Games 
When is the last time you remember being hungry? So hungry that you felt like your couldn't even get up 
and walk to the kitchen? And, when you did reach that food, did you have whatever you wanted and 
plenty to fill your belly? Well, did you know that many children in Uganda, just like those we have at home 
in the US are starving? Many live without knowing where their next meal will come from, so we are trying 

to make a difference.  

With the 30 Hour Famine only 30 dollars will feed one child for an entire month. On April 13th and 14th 
our youth group here at Central will be going without food for 30 hours to show our support and to 
experience just how fortunate we are to have food always available to us. Also, on April 15 we will be 
hosting a Ugandan lunch here in the Social Hall starting at noon and all proceeds for this program will be 

going directly to the mouths of the hungry youth in Uganda. Though we have some of the same problems 
here in the United States, the magnitude of the problems of those living in Uganda is much greater. We 
are some of the only help that those starving children might see. My prayer is that Central United 
Methodist church would be a new face in the eyes of change.            - by Tayler Craft 

mailto:scottcarver@centraltolife.org
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Sunday Lunch Concert: Albuquerque Girl Choir 

April 22 at 12:00 pm 

This choir, made up of girls ages 5-14, presents a concert of secular and sacred songs. They were chosen 

as the honor choir for the New Mexico Music Educators Association All-state convention this January.   

 

Chamber Chops Concert 

April 29 at 2:00 pm 

Brass and woodwind music in the Sanctuary. 

 

Albuquerque Girl Choir Concert 

May 5 at 3:00 pm 

 

Sunday Lunch Concert: CUMC Children’s Concert 

May 6 at 12:00 pm 

Featuring our own young instrumentalists and vocalists 

 

Sunday Lunch Concert: Mass ApPeal Handbell Choir 

May 20 at 12:00 pm 

 

Pentecost Services 

May 27 

  

Annual Conference Ordination Service 

Friday, June 8 at 7:30 pm 

Central musicians will help lead worship for Annual Conference as our own Greg Henneman is ordained 

as an elder and Debra Alba is commissioned as a provisional deacon! 

 

Music Camp 

June 11-15 

Open to all children who can read; recommended for those in grades 2 and up. There will be a 

performance and potluck on Friday at 6:00 pm and Sunday at 9:45 am. 

 

Music at Central UMC Contact Jerri Foster, Director of Choral Music 
jerrif@centraltolife.org 
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Family Promise of Albuquerque is a local, as well as a national, 501(c) 3 non-profit organization which 

works alongside people in religious congregations and community organizations to assist the growing 

number of homeless families within the Albuquerque community achieve and sustain independence. 

 

Our Mission: To assist homeless families in the Albuquerque community achieve and sustain 

independence. 

We will host our first families here at Central April 15th through April 22nd.  

We will need your help to make this ministry a success here at Central!! 

We will need your prayers, your time and energy.  There are many servant opportunities. Most of 

these require only a few hours of your time.  So if you can talk with others, eat with others, cook for 

others, drive for others or sleep; we have an opportunity for you!!  

Talk with your friends. Talk with your Sunday School Class.  Include your family in this local ministry 

and mission right here at your church home.  We are so blessed to have this home’.  Let’s share our 

‘church home’ with others less fortunate as we lift them up in prayer, genuine hospitality and in 

service. 

The sign- up sheets for hosting opportunities of service will be available the first two weeks of 

April. Please look for these in the Gathering Area. These opportunities include meal preparation, 

time spent with families and driving our families to or from the Day Center to our Church. Please contact 

Janet Norden at jnorde@aol.com for any questions. 

Family Promise: IT’S HERE!!! 

On Wednesday night, March 21st, I went out onto the streets with Freddie Lewis. Freddie has been 

helping us a lot around the church at Helping Hands and Community of Hope. So, we decided to go out, 

hand out some socks and blankets to people in need, and invite them to Community of Hope. 

Our first stop was to the bus station where a dozen people gathered. Next, we went to the Albuquerque 

Rescue Mission where a few dozen more were hanging out. The size of the crowds did not surprise me. 

What surprised me were how many people we talked with would be sleeping on the streets that 

night.  We asked people where they were going to be spending the night, and almost all said on the 

streets. 

Before this experience, I lived under the assumption that people were on the streets during the day, but 

were safe in shelters at night. This assumption made me sleep better, but is not accurate. Many people 

sleep outside, exposed to the cold night time weather and the always present potential of violence.  

This experience of going out and simply being with people on the streets was very moving to me. I plan 

on doing this most Wednesday evenings. If you would like to join me in this, I invite you to come. If you 

would like to donate socks, blankets, toiletries, bottles of water, I would be glad to receive them. If you 

want to know more, contact me at gregh@centraltolife.org or 505-243-7834. 

An Unexpected Visit 

mailto:jnorde@aol.com
mailto:gregh@centraltolife.org
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Memorials & Honors 

In Honor of… 

Rex Allender to the Library fund by Kimberly C & Bruce Cline 

Maggie McNulty Zahm to the Children's programs by Helen Jo Satterwhite 

 

In Memory of... 

Jean Dulaff to Undesignated Funds by Linda M Ballentine 

Mary Stapleton to Undesignated Funds by Jean Stapleton & William W Farran 

Greg Angle to Operations Stabilization Fund by Dick and Linda Reinhart 

Mary Stapleton to Undesignated Funds by Ruth Cook 

Circa 1992-1996: Communion Rail Cushions 

It all started some 20 years ago when  Jean Maydew wanted to 

honor her father, Ora Glaze  [a 52 year member of CUMC] in a 

special way. With the help of Barbara and John Williams and a 

group of 25 dedicated men and woman [ages 40 to 85] known as 

the Holy Needlers 20 hand stitched Cushions were created for 

Centrals Communion rails. After much research and 6 months of 

practice they started stitching in mid-1993. It took over 10,000  

hours of labor and some $12,000.00 by the time the  cushions 

were completed in late 1996. 

The goal was to create cushions that would last at least 50 years. 

The Holy Needlers who volunteered all those many hours said they were working for the glory of God. 

We are all Blessed by their dedication and Faith. 

Rick Nelson 
CUMC Archivist/Historian A Moment in Time at Central UMC 

Picture from Albuquerque Tribune, 

August 13, 1996 



 

 

Central United 

Methodist Church 
201 University Blvd NE 

Albuquerque, NM 87106 

Televised Services 
Sunday, 11:00 am & 7:00 pm  

Channel 32 KAZQ (Cable Channel 22) 

On the Web at http://centraltolife.org 

Email us at info@centraltolife.org 

Office Hours 
Monday—Friday, 8:30 am–4:30 pm 

Telephone 
Voice/TTY – 505-243-7834 

Fax – 505-242-6986 

After Hours Building Concerns 
505-480-0328 

CUMC Staff 
Pastoral & Program 

Scott Sharp, Senior Pastor 

Greg Henneman, Associate Pastor 

Dr. John Kees, Associate Pastor 

Mary Ridgeway, Dir. Ministries & Operations 

Traci Bailey, Dir. of Ministries with Adults 

Christy Albright, Dir. of Ministries with Children 

Jerri Foster, Dir. of Choral Music 

Scott Carver,  

Dir. Of Ministries with Youth & Young Adults 

Debra Alba, Dir. of Connectional Ministries 

Support Staff 

Scott Zila, Building Superintendent 

Michele Humes, Bookkeeper/Admin Support 

Jon Romero, Chef 

Part-time Staff 

Melissa Madara, Bulletin & Focus Editor 

Cara Balestrieri, ASL Interpreter 

Jenelle Bartholomew, Childcare Staff 

Carl Crawford, Childcare Staff 

Gayle Denslow, Wedding Hostess 

Misty Martinez, Childcare Coordinator 

Charlie Ford, Custodian 

Joe Gurule, Custodian 

Isaac Gonzales, Custodian 

Rick Ramsay, Custodian 

David Ritz, Custodian 

Brennan Skipp, Custodian & Driver 

Nancy Roberts-Small - Handbell Choir Director 

Rick Wild, Organist 

Saranam 

Tracy Sharp, Director 

Jennifer Mullen, Case Manager 

Sue Campbell, Community Outreach Coord. 

Paul Holt - Chair 

Berin Kinsman & Andrea Holt -  

Lay Members to Annual Conf. 

Phil Stanton - Treasurer 

Debra Alba - Lay Leader 

Cori Hodgson - SPRC Chair 

Dick Reinhart - Trustees Chair 

Amy Leischner - Finance Chair 

Barbara Allender - Outreach Hub Chair 

Dodie Hawkins - Nurture Hub Chair 

Ruth Cook - UMWomen Rep. 

Ed Vigil - UMMen Rep. 

Rachel Kennell - Young Adult Rep. 

Eric Small - UM Youth Rep. 

Mary Ridgeway -  

Director of Ministries & Operations 

Jim Hawk - Samuel Project Chair 

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED 

Focus FAQs 

Please email articles for The Focus to: maryr@centraltolife.org AND 

melissam@centraltolife.org. 

The Focus is published once a month (deadline - 15th of the month), so plan your article(s) 

accordingly. Articles should be less than 300 words in length. As a rule shorter 

articles have greater impact. Articles exceeding this length may be edited.  

You may subscribe to the e-Focus by sending an email, with “eFocus” in the subject line, to 

maryr@centraltolife.org. You may also read the Focus online by visiting. http://

centraltolife.org and clicking on the Focus link. You can also email your Focus articles by 

clicking the link on that page! 

Thank you,  

Mary Ridgeway 

Sunday Schedule 

Classic Worship Service   8:30 am     

Children’s Choir   8:45 am           

Coffee Time-Gathering Area  9:30 am                   

Kidz Prayz & Sunday Classes for K-5th grade 9:30 am        

Sunday Classes 2 1/2—thru 5 yr olds 9:45 am 

New Day Worship Service  9:45 am              

Sunday Classes for Adults & Youth  9:45 am        

Classic Worship Service   11:00 am 

Sunday Lunch    Noon        

Thrift Shop Open   Noon—1:30 pm         

New Life Youth Choir   12:30 pm        

Youth Group   5:00 pm 

Revive Youth Choir   3:30 pm 

Childcare is available 8:15 a.m. until 12:15 p.m. 

Church Council Members 


